The afroalpine plant communities of Mt. Kenya In the lower afroalpine zone (commonly known as "moorland " ) and im mediately adj acent to the timberline of the Hagenia-Hypericum montane fo rest (A), Ericaceous bush as well as pure tussock moorland vegetation were recorded each of which, in accordance with soil moisture is dominating wide areas or was found to interdigitate closely with the other. The main plant community of this zone is the Philippia-Pure Moorland-Community (C). The upper region of the lower alpine zone is a domaine of the Dendrosenecio brassica-Moorland -Com munity (] ) which contains two conspicuous giant-rosette plants, namely Dendra senecio brassica (cabbage groundsel) and Lobelia keniensis.
The most important communities of the upper afroalpine zone are the Den drosenecio brassica -Lobelia keniensis-Community (K) as a representative of the upper wetland and the Lobelia telekii-Dendrosenecio keniodendron-Community (0), well-known as the 'Dendrosenecio woodland' which generally covers the steeper part of the slopes of the valley walls. In contrast to the literature, this community was not subdivided with respect to its field layers because the latter were understood as to result from a cyclic sequence of Alchemilla argyrophylla and Festuca pilgeri, respectively, each of which is capable of producing more or less closed and monotonous field layers . The Festuca pilgeri -Alchemilla argyro phylla-Community (P) was established as another important community of Jhe
